CHAPTER IX
IN THE MONTH OF RAMZAN
After a brief interlude of rest at Utmanzai during
which Gandhiji was engaged in hammering out, in colla-
boration with Badshah Khan, a plan for the reorientation
of the Khudai Khidmatgar movement in the light of non-
violence which he had been explaining, Gandhiji resumed
his tour of the Frontier Province. The following week
was devoted to a strenuous programme in the Kohat,
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan Districts. Distances to-
be covered every day grew longer, the motor runs more
fatiguing and the crowds noisier, more unwieldy and less
disciplined as we moved away and southwards from the
purely Pushtu-speaking Districts of Peshawar and Mar-
dan, ' Red Shirt Districts' as they are sometimes called
owing to the greater concentration of the Khudai Khid-
matgar movement there. To this was added the strain
of public meetings. They had to be addressed in all the
places visited ; and although Gandhiji would have prefer-
red to reserve his speeches exclusively for Khudai Khid-
matgar gatherings, he had to yield to Badshah Khan's
pressure and relax his rule. A heavy round of deputations
at Kohat and Bannu completed the measure. But thanks
to the salubrious climate of the Frontier Province at that
time of the year and still more to Badshah Khan's unfail-
ing care, Gandhiji was able to pull through all that un-
scathed and continued to keep fit.
The month of Ramzan had set in. To spare Badshak
Khan and his Khudai Khidmatgars the strain of conduct-
ing the tour during the Ramzan fast, Gandhiji had suggest-
ed that the tour programme might be curtailed or its pace
accelerated, But Badshah Khan would not hear of it, and
he and his team of the Khudai Khidmatgars continued to-
perform their exacting duties as unremittingly as ever,
the fast notwithstanding. At Utmanzai he turned his entire
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